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Jon Secada: Promising ‘music,
stories, a fun night full of great stuff’

By Linda Tuccio-Koonz

One of Jon Secada’s first
‘major breaks came in the late
*80s, when he collaborated
‘with Gloria Estefan on her
No. 1hit, “Coming Out of the
Dark.” He went on to write
countless tunes for artists
from Jennifer Lopez to Ricky
Martin, as well as for him-
self.

Secada plays a show at
Stamford's Columbus Park
on Aug. 7, as part of the city’s
‘Wednesday Nite Live series.
No doubt the three-time
Grammy winner will draw a
large crowd.

But Secada wasn't always
in the middle of all the ac-
tion. “I'm an only child,” said
the star, who was born in
Havana and raised in Flori-
da. “When I was growing up,
Twas quiet — kind of a loner.
I think that's how I discov-
ered music.”

studied at the University of
Miami, where he also be-
came an accomplished jazz
‘musician. He started work-
ing in clubs and over the
course of his career has sold
20 million albums, thanks to
such hits as “Angel,” “I'm

Free” and “If You Go.”

“I can’t wait for the (Stam-
ford) show,” Secada said over
the phone. “I'm looking for-
ward toit. Get ready for a lot
of music, stories, a fun night
full of great stuff — 30 years
of music. It's the type of
show that’s very animated,
very uptempo from begin-
ning to end. I like to talk to
the audience and get them
involved.”

Secada, 57, said there's
nothing special he feels he
‘must have with him on tour.
He's not superstitious and
doesn't make outlandish
requests at venues where he

performs. He just tries to get
as much rest as he can, drink
lots of water and exercise.

“Iam low-maintenance. It
kind of stems from my days
as a musician, working clubs
and being a blue-collar guy.”

‘That blue-collar guy has
toured with Luciano Pava-
rotti and recorded with Oli-
via Newton John, He's also
worked on soundtracks for
such films as “Zorro” and
Disney’s “Pocahontas,” not to
‘mention serving as a judge
on television's “Latin Amer-
ican Idol.”

But getting back to that
first major break, it was '88
when Secada met Emilio
Estefan, who wanted him to
learn the music industry.
‘That led to an invitation to
join Gloria Estefan’s “Into
the Light Tour.” He and the

Estefans are friends to this
day.

Whether working with
them, Lopez or Martin, Seca-
da said he's been a
team player. “It’s what I've
always enjoyed and it's what
they've enjoyed about me.
That's my personality; it's
‘what I've always brought to
the table. It's always been a
very relaxed atmosphere.”

Real)y? No one tms to hog

the spotlight when writing
music, or insist their ideas
are the best?

Secada said in his experi-
ence, that's not been the case.
“These artists have the same
type of personality. You leave
the egos behind and just
start getting to work.”

ITkoonz@newstimes.com;
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