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Andy Grammer performs at the Wednesday Nite Live in
Stamford on July 10.

Bad year for
summer concerts
Weather, low attendance leads to

down year for Wednesday Night
Live, Alive@Five series

By Ignacio Laguarda

STAMFORD — Anthony Nargi was told his new pizzeria
in Columbus Park would be a hit for the city’s downtown
summer music series, as concerlgoers would likely come in
droves to pick up a slice or two to take outside.
veryone was telling us, “You're going to kill it said
Nargi, who owns Piezano's on Main Street and also runs
Remo's on Bedford Street.

Instead, he said, bad weather and low attendance com-
bined to kill any chance of a banner day.
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“The whole season hasn't
‘been goodatall,”said Nargi
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nessownersnear the park.
The concertseries, which s
comprised of fivestraight

zation lost money this season,
hecause o the weather condi-
tions. It costs DSSD $750,000
{0 produce the shows.On
Friday,the day ater the sum-
stein was uncertain how
‘much ofahit DSSD had tak-
en.

“Ithasbeena very trying
‘and diffcult season for those
ofus who produce the con-
certs,”she said. “We did not
‘makea dime. Welosta lotof
‘money”

Buteven when the weather
‘wasfine, some of the concerts

didut bring the kind of tten-
tion that restaurants were

hasan average attendance of
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Retiree Steve Ryan, who has lived above Stamford’s
Pappas Pizzeria for the past two years, is photographed
Iast week. Ryan, 68, who is not very steady on his feet,
had to exit his residence via the fire escape at the back
of his building, after he was told he could not leave the

building through the front

entrance on Main Street

during a recent Alive@Five concert.

around 4,000 people.
For Nargi,low attendance:
hasatrickle-down effecton
hisbusiness.
Inpreparation fora poten-
tally busy Thursday he must

getextrastaflined upas well
asbuyand prepare extra food.
‘Whenashow s canceled, he
hastolet theextra staffgo
‘home early, and the extra food

could potentially end upin

thegarbage.
“Ttsaloss-oss,” hesaid.
‘The concert series hasalso
issues for busi-
nessesin the park whodon't
sellfood or drinks, and even
foroneresident whohada
frustrating Thursday night.
Steve Ryan wanted to leave:
hisapartment on Main Street
duringone ofthe Thursday
night shows but was stopped
byasecurity officerat the
entrance to his buiding.
Ryan wanted to cross the
parktogetto Acuarioto have
dinner, which he does mul-
tiple times a week. He hada
pass from DSSD that was.
designed olet him enterand
exit the concertssince hesa
resident. But,the officer didn't
allow the 68-year-old Ryan to
leave his home, and he was
told hehad toexit through the
backofthe buildingand go to
theconcert's main entrance to
ain access.
For Ryan, that meant walk-
ingdown his firc escape,
‘which would not be a major

‘obstacle for many people but
representedaserious chal-
lenge for him. While Ryan
doesn'thave mobility issues,
he does suffer from essential
tremor,agenetic condition
he'shad since he was ateen-
ager which causes his hands
toshake.

He described the ladder
‘behind hisbuildingas“pretty
rickety”

“Ireally only have any
interestintakingitf there's
anactualfire;” he said.

‘The tripdown the fire
escape wasa precarious one.
“Thad togostep by step,
justvery careful, holding onto
Bothraings” heseic. Ny
balance st what it used to
be, 501 get very concemed.”

Hegot down eventually,
‘and had to walk to Athntic
Streettogettotheonlyen-
trancefor Alive@Fiveand
standin line. His pass was.
honored, and Ryan was final-
Iyabletoget to Acuario after
the wholeordeal.

“Tthinkits insane,” he said.





